
Enabling               Nurturing            Succeeding

Dear families 

This week our Transitions Team have been busy planning our Transition
Information Sharing Session for parents and carers of Year 7 upwards. The
session will take place on Tuesday 4th March from 10.30-12.30 in the Isobel
Family Centre. If you are interested in attending, please kindly use this link to
register your interest. We look forward to seeing you there. 

From time to time we ask for your help to keep our records updated. We are
currently updating your permissions for the use of your child/young person’s
photos/videos. Please click on the link later in the newsletter to complete a short
form. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

  

Keira and U'nite for playing together sharing the class bench
Kaydon for eating his yogurt in the morning happy and settled.
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Events and dates
to remember 

Spring Term Dates 

Thursday 30th
January

Rescheduled 
C@LL Committee

Meeting
Refreshments from
9.30am, meeting
starts at 10am. 

Isobel Family Centre

3rd - 9th February 
Children’s Mental

Health Week 
  

Monday 17th
February - Friday

21st February
Half Term Holiday  

Monday 24th
February

Inset Day 4 
(no pupils)  

Thursday 3rd April 
Last day for pupils 

Friday 4th April
Planning and

Preparation Day 2 for
staff (no pupils) 

Stars of the Week 

Kindness Award  

Jack for working and learning with different adults in class, good 
listening, talking and following instructions

Aviyah for making super progress in her personal care routines and 
becoming more independent.

Frankie for being able to listen to and follow instructions when being supported
by a not so familiar staff member.

Tiago for working very hard in therapy group this week. Tiago did amazing looking and
supported sitting. Well done, Tiago!

DJ for starting his work experience supporting the primary department.

Harleigh for being super helpful at the School Café and working on her
customer service skills.

Teddy for having a great week! Teddy has been really engaged in sessions and
has tried different emotional regulation strategies (when needed)!

Ayyan and Aisha for being independent during cooking, recognizing
and practicing food hygiene and safety at all times

https://forms.office.com/e/DZMMLi1v3q


To read more about Braille and celebrating 200 years click on the link:
https://www.rnib.org.uk/about-us/braille-200/what-is-braille-200/  which has lots of information and

activities such as a fun Lots of Dots Activity Booklet to download
https://media.rnib.org.uk/documents/APDF-SV240805__Lots_of_Dots_Activity_Booklet-v02.pdf

Braille 200                                                                  

Perkins Brailler Repairs 

All braille users at Linden Lodge start their literacy journey by using a Perkins brailler, before potentially
incorporating additional braille technology such as the BrailleNote Touch. The Perkins brailler enables

pupils to build their reading and writing skills and, if looked after well, can last for decades. 

On Friday 17th January, Becky (LRC Manager) and Justine (Minerva HLTA) visited Alan Thorpe at
EYECAN in Sheffield to learn how to carry out basic cleaning and level 1 maintenance of Perkins

braillers. 

Through hands-on experience, Becky and Justine learnt how to dismantle and reassemble braillers to fix
common problems that arise like keys and paper jamming. They also learnt how to identify issues which
require more advanced repairs that involve taking the braillers’ end plates off to replace items such as

the rubber ‘O’ rings, the paper drum and carriage. It was an incredibly useful, insightful day and both are
very excited to put into practice what they have learnt. 

Photos of a Perkins brailler with its top, front and bottom removed. Alan is pointing to various screws
and the carriage to highlight issues to look out for.

To celebrate 200 years of braille a braille learner will share their braille journey each week. Everyone has a
different and unique lesson tailored to their own personalised learning goal each week. 
 

This week Arjun from our primary department:  
'I am learning aaa'

Arjun concentrates well in his braille lesson each week and enjoys pressing the keys to make an a and a b
on his own. He hears the bell and takes the carriage back.
 

He practises busy fingers pre braille skills and braille everyday in class with support from Kate. 

                                                     Well done Arjun! 

                                                     Next week we will be sharing another braille journey.

Learning at Linden                                                                                       

https://www.rnib.org.uk/about-us/braille-200/what-is-braille-200/
https://www.rnib.org.uk/about-us/braille-200/what-is-braille-200/
https://media.rnib.org.uk/documents/APDF-SV240805__Lots_of_Dots_Activity_Booklet-v02.pdf


You may have read the recent article in the Guardian about how Alan is planning for his future
retirement and is hoping to find an apprentice to take over his business. This made the opportunity to

meet Alan and benefit from his expertise even more valuable. Click here to read the article:
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/jan/02/wed-be-stuck-alarm-as-uks-last-braille-typewriter-

repairer-ponders-retirement 

A Perkins brailler also recently featured on popular BBC show ‘The Repair Shop’. It appears at the
following points in series 13, episode 17: 

30:10, 38:30, 53:50
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002483t/the-repair-shop-series-13-episode-17?

seriesId=m001y4h5

Braille Technology 

On Monday 20th January, Martin Roberts from Humanware came to demonstrate how to use a wide
range of accessible braille displays and notetakers. Pupils in the Minerva Centre explored using the
Mantis Q40, Brailliant BI 20X and 40X, reflected on their personal preferences and how using these

devices may benefit them in the workplace. 

Pupils also explored the latest innovative product from Humanware, the Monarch, a multi-line braille
display with the ability to incorporate tactile graphics. 

Here are some quotes from pupils about the experience:

 “I liked learning about the Brailliant and the Monarch. I can see myself using the Brailliant with my
existing devices. I can see it being really useful in the workplace.”

 “I find the Brailliant interesting. Carrying the Braille Note Touch can be heavy and awkward but the
Brailliant is quite compact.”

From left to right: Pupils using the Mantis Q40, the Monarch and the Brailliant 40X.

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/jan/02/wed-be-stuck-alarm-as-uks-last-braille-typewriter-repairer-ponders-retirement
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/jan/02/wed-be-stuck-alarm-as-uks-last-braille-typewriter-repairer-ponders-retirement
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/jan/02/wed-be-stuck-alarm-as-uks-last-braille-typewriter-repairer-ponders-retirement
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002483t/the-repair-shop-series-13-episode-17?seriesId=m001y4h5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002483t/the-repair-shop-series-13-episode-17?seriesId=m001y4h5


Pupils and staff had the opportunity to look at an interactive self-learning toy called ‘Annie’ which
takes the user through the uncontracted and contracted braille code in a game-like format. It is

designed to complement braille teaching.

Trombone class have been working hard and enjoying the sensory suite! 
They have been engaging in lots of visual work and sensory activities. Well done Trombone! 

Sensory learning in Trombone class



We kindly ask you to review and complete our annual Photography, Multimedia, and Video Consent Form. Your
responses will help us understand your preferences regarding the use of your child’s images and videos across
various platforms. Please click on this link https://forms.office.com/e/8yAAWYBeX1?origin=lprLink and take a

moment to indicate your consent for each of the options provided. This will ensure we respect your wishes while
celebrating and sharing important moments from our school community. 

Photo Consent Form 2024-25

https://forms.office.com/e/8yAAWYBeX1?origin=lprLink


Noticeboard 




